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Directorõs Note 
 

I must confess that, when I first read Alan Ayckbournôs How the 
Other Half Loves, I was more than a little concerned. Here was a 

show that, at first glance, was not exactly a love letter to the  
institution of marriage. The play peopled with three smart, educated 
and reasonably sophisticated couples who, it appeared, didnôt have  
a single likeable or redeemable bone in their collective bodies. They 
seemed mean-spirited, deceptive, clueless and just plain sad. How 
in the world was I going to get anyone to laugh at these people?  

 

Thankfully, the process of getting the show up and running proved 
the old adage that first impressions can indeed be deceiving. In its 
off beat way, the play is not at all the jaundiced, disparaging look at 
relationships that I initially thought. Rather, it turns out to be a sly 

and affectionate look at the thousand daily kindnesses and  
cruelties that make up every marriage.  

 

Frank, Fiona, Terry, Bob, Mary and William are eccentric, lovable 
and, yes, flawed folk caught up in a ridiculous situation ï and they 
react accordingly. All that does is make them human, which, as 

anyone knows, is rather silly to begin with. What became  
abundantly evident is that, in their uniquely insane fashion, these 
couples really do love one another, warts and all. Even Terry and 
Bob Phillips, who seem to be a match made by the devil himself, 

have a streak of passion between them that only someone you love 
can truly inspire.  

 

Throughout this process, I have been fortunate enough to work with 
a cast and production team that has provided me with no less than 
an embarrassment of riches. We have been able to have more fun 

than people should be allowed to have on weeknights.  
 

Thank you all and enjoy the show. 
 

Joe Messina 

HELP US BY FILLING OUT A SURVEY  
 

Please take a moment to fill out our Audience Survey Form. 
You will find these located in the lobby at intermission or after 

the show. After completing, please place it in the colorful box or 
hand it to one of the Grove Playersô staff.  

This survey is used to update our mailing list, discover  what 
our audiences would like to see in upcoming seasons and get 

your comments on the current production.  
We will also draw one name each weekend of our production 

and the lucky winner will receive a certificate good for two  tick-
ets to one of the performances of our next show.    

Good Luck! 
Check out our website for our complete season schedule!    

www.groveplayers.org 



Director - Joe Messina  

Producer - Katie Libby  

Assistant Director - Debra Krueger  

How the Other Half Loves is produced by special  

arrangement  with Samuel French, Inc.                                     

VIDEOTAPING OR OTHER AUDIO RECORDING OF 
THIS PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
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